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bear Kr. & Mra. Porat, e

Un the TtH'affJﬁly I received a lett.r from Arthur Levin in Washing-

Ton telling me tThat vov had died as « result of wounds he haed received

on Jung 5, the firat day of flghting. Arthur had previously informed

me Lov had been wounded, but had imp. ied that the injury was not critical.

Dov was my first cloae friend a% Co¥rabla==the kind of close friend
with whom one eatablishes close coniidences about 21l ones hopes gnd
dreams, Az time passed, we ceveloped different interssts-gnd different -
eirelea of Iriends, But though we wers not az cleose in 1965-when we
gralvated ds we had been in our freshman and sophomores there was still
a warm friendehip and an eccentric ¢comon sense of humocur that had
matured hardly at all in the four yerrs we had shared it--a sense of
humour which was reflected in certair phrases-of ny letter of June

5th which I hope he received and that of June 2%9th which was ftooc late.
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Although the grief at the loss of an-aldest son is a far more profound
thing than that at the loass of a close friend, I feel a deep sense of
logag==a5 though part of my past had bteen mystericusly removed. When I
heard thav Tighting had broken out i the Hiddle East (Dov.and I had
often discussed Israel’'s military pecition as [ An quite interested
in military history), I assumed that Uov would be safely ensconced in
an administrative position, Then I svddenly realized:that he was not
the type of person to sit idly by In a situation where. action was
ealled for, [Hemoriezs dulled by The twe years gince I last saw him
sharpened into focua snd it was wilth sgrave aporefiension that I wrote %o
him on that second day of fighting. Then the exultation with the IsTacl.
victory was tempered by Arthur's first letter.

b

I wizh to offer my sincerest condolences at the losa you have suflered-—
in this I am joined by ny parents and sisten all of whom met Dov oo
numerous occasiona. We followed the reporta of the fighting wvery
¢losely, largely on Dov's account, and were looking forward to his

wit and humour on his anticipated wisits when he returned to this

"ncu.t,ﬂ_._r?.

q Dov and fhﬁadﬁ atanding joke about the phrase "Iknow what you meam",
1 because we often thought so much alike that we found ourselwves slways
1 using it. Your son was—one of ny dearest friends and through empathy
q with your leoas I extend my-most hearﬂz}‘tx‘sgmpathiest




£y

If I can posaibly be of help to F;h_in any wWey lﬂﬁch as contacting
Dov'a friende in the United States), plesse do not heaitate to let
ne know, My father and I are going to make a contribution to some
form of Israeli aid fund in Dov's hnnaf and if you have any preference,

L.
L

I should welcome your Euggaation,

Sincerely yours,

Rl Drienem

ington, Mass. 01098)

(Box 0, Werth

i H
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26 July 1967
Dear Judith {or Dovie Mama)

It probably sorprises you that I want to call you by your first nams but T am
& journalist and usualiy we tu-tol each other and somehow T have the fealing that
you are one of us,

Judith, Dov was extra-ordinarily brave. He knew from the first that Paul and T |
had had specisl permission to go where the worst of the fighting was and he wanied |
to go with us. At first, I thonght he was from California because, somowhere, he
had lzarned, not only the western English, but had acquired the kind of coarage
that i5 common to pecple whe live In that part of America.
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We met at military headguarters and Dov stopped only long enough to pick ap
his shaving things -= it was somehow typlcal of Dov that he wanted to go into
battle clean-shaven —— and we were off, When we finatly linked up with the peopls
whe were making the attack on Gaza (or Aza, as T think you Israelis call i%) he
disappeared, becaunse he wanted to find helmets for ws, His maln concern was that
we not be hurt, Dov was a kind, gentle, thoughtful boy,.

Tne M ‘three of us -- Panl, Dov and T -- were blessed by the Rabbi,
Shlomo Cokea—bke? ore we went into battle,. Then Dov and Paul pot inbe the lead
vehicle and T gpot intoe the next one and they are dead and T am alive.

When the fighting was over, 1 somehow got back to the fereward aid WG
station, where I found Jj Dov, whe was badly burned, btut all the same, he tried
to comfort me about Paulle death., I rode with him in the ambulance from the
battlefield to Ashkelon hospitsl end most of the time he strove to hesl my
sorrow == thinking nothing about his own wonnds,

At last we got there and the nurses (sisters, I would call them) itreated
Dov wWith special care, not only because he was handscme, but because he refused
to acknowledge his pain, or the horrow that he had Just been throagh, He flirted
with them and teased them and MM suggested in the midst of his pain that
perhaps they should go cut foreeffee becaunse Dov ghought they lecked tired,.
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Bofore I left, Dov asked me to inform yoo though the military suthorities
that he had besn hurit, but that he was all right, T think he was mich more
concerned that you might be worried than abput his own preblems, Again and again
he said for me to call Col, Prihar and that this chap should tell you that Dov
had been injured but that he was all right and on the mend, T hope that my son,
1ittle Michael (In my family, it is a traditlon %o name the first son after hils
father, T don't MM think you do that in Ysrael) is as kind and thoughtful abount
his mother as DOV—Wis, Brave dov, for all his horts, could only worry about your

beinr upset, :
'Judith. what can I do, T am sure that BDev was te you as little Michsel is
to me, The world is emptier. But T am the better for having spent Just elght hoors

with your Eon,

Y
My love, Judith e U/ﬁi « /
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Sunday
Q3IA0 A.M.,

Dear Art,

: Today is Sunday, (May 2Bth)} and for the past ten days I

have Leen working like a super-dog. Finals were nothing compared to this.
The atmosphere is tense, electrifying, and vou can almost cuk the air. But
I am surnrised at the people of this cowntry, my country, for the way they
have bheen pulling and saving no effort in preparing themselwves for

hattle. I was in some border settlements today, in the line of duty, and I
have secen the young and the old alike in high spirits ready to fight. They
harvest the fields with armed guards protecting the combines, and at

night thess people who fought in the Warsaw Chetto, the Likeration War

and the Sinai Campaign are calmly orepared for the next one.
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Aba Ebkan has returned from Europe and Washington last

night, and it seems to me that we will have to depend on ourselves alone.
You Americans are preparing another Munich-or at least that is the way I
see 1t -- but we are not Czechoslovakia, and we are not going to be pushed
aronnd. I wondexr how Johnson would feel if thev closed the Panama Canal

to you, or the Canadians wouldn't let you use the Great Lakes for reaching
the Atlantic Ocean, and everybody would tell vou to exXercise restraint, I
have newer beeh a war-monger and G-4 knows that nobody in this country
really wants a war, but right now I am hoping that I will be giwven an Uszi
and a chance to beat those 5.0.B.'s real good and proper. Hope to heoar
from you soon and den't be surprised if you receive a wost-card from

Cairo pretty soont!

Lieutenant DTP

P.5. The enly thing U Thant fergot to take to Caire was
an umbrella.




£'3 7 mata e 1nnaené 1eapine prie

STBBYL ¥ITH I TG RPXIBI BY  S2YVIER HRIN Q) L,0YYROR IWR

$RTHYNMY "WABD DNE SYRYIPY jYmTe m jwnx Yml Y'am
apy y7Iv %vey lxyeh 2RI MAnN) GITEY MIRDI
o*RIYR Tows Y ByEns DnpY) 19*p* 3% = ADR Q3 BIIRIY

2

EWIIER PNIDT AR J12%3 MIITE NP
IEYEN TNy RAYYSy axbon
Fmsl wYR YYIz vya YD nava P
oYY nYpn PREn M2




27 nita fe tnnaenf 1eapine p

%

ayp EY W1VIF 3R PvE IR T
FRITYSH RRIpHE BVIVIT 2°YFD
8ysa R MO TEY

+ATETEN K93 Bl AT OF W)

3 N

a3WH Yo vaarphy fav wya YA WY Y3 W eeald
gudes &Y 3V W VRN RPN BETE 437 , TN
RIT WP IR WIBE WEX Y YIy Wl Y D W
fuowy XY %R Y232 90 ITyvw BY 7R3 I*9m @




£33 nmatg £e 1nnaent 1eapine brie

L0070 nwy honYoz na%1awn ninskY vivr=w*nba nanns W

Don't clench your teeth, you mothers proud,
Don't wait until the morrow.

Come, shed your tears, yes, waep alond

And let us shars your SOrrow.

The nation has a heart of stone.
Its story's solemn pages

Exult in wvalour, honour shrines =
Disdain all mortal measure.

The stricken mother iz alone.
Her minutes - turning ages -
Recall a smile, a lover's lines,
The humble, private treasure.
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Fo prayer can replace & son,
No homage offer solace;

No hymn can soothe the agony
For glory still the griaeving.

Yeil we shall pray for everyone,
Raise in salute the chalice
To all who make our history,

A=-dying and achieving.

Don't clench your teeth, oh mothers proud
And let us share your sorrow.

The tears are shed, the earth is ploughed,
Now let us face the morrow.

June 1967
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