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1. The British intelligence recruits the Syrian Deputy Mikha'il Ilyan, April 3-4, 1945
Undertaking by the Orthodox Deputy of Aleppo, Mikha'il Ilyan, to the British Government

I pledge on my honor and on everything that is sacred to me, to be a devoted friend of the government of Great Britain, and to
strive to safeguard its interests, which I believe are in line with those of my country.

S/Mikha'il Ilyan

Undertaking signed and given to Mr. Young from the British delegation in Beirut on the night of Wednesday, April 3-4, 1945.

2. Agent No. 325, Mubhsin al- Barazi*, Secretary General to President Quwatli, to his British controller colonel Walter
Stirling, May 22, 1945
Top Secret
Report presented by no 325
Drawn up in Arabic with an English translation

A copy of this document is filed in the Political Bureau of the
British Legation in Beirut, no 1752/S

The informant confirms that the author of this report
for the English is Dr Muhsin al-Barazi Secretary General to the Presidency of the
Syrian Republic

Damascus, May 5, 1945

I can now talk with some accuracy about Maitre Chamoun and his contact with the President of the Republic and the Foreign
Secretary.

The President of the Republic is more than convinced that Mr Chamoun is working in agreement with a large number of
notable British people in favor of the recently changed plan for Greater Syria. His efforts are naturally supported by a large
number of Syrian and Lebanese politicians; he also enjoys much support from groups of Jews worldwide.

Having consulted them, the President of the Republic reached an agreement with Mssrs Jamil Mardam and Sabri Asali that the
Syrians will play around with Mr Camille Chamoun instead of letting themselves be played by him.

The essential part of our behavior with him will consist in totally approving, despite discussions, his political and economic
plans (which all have an aspect of exploiting the Jews), then to put off their realization.

Jamil Mardam Bey was not of this opinion. He thought that there were grounds for granting some support to the plan for
Syrian Unity (but Sabri Asali revealed some doubts and said, “We didn't want to believe that you were with Nuri al-Sa'id
against us®).

The Syrian government's opinion with respect to Mr Chamoun's plans is therefore that there is no need to hurry, and that he
should be left to work. If he succeeds, we will be able to benefit from his success and if he fails, the consequences will not be
attributed to us.

What comes out of all this is that we need to convince Mr Abd al-Hamid Karameh to flatter
Mr Chamoun and to support him, even by risking strengthening Riyad al-Sulh and his people.

Riyad Bey no longer appears to enjoy the complete sympathy of our President of the Republic. This is because of his attitude
with regard to Karameh and the anxieties he created for him in an unreasonable and undignified manner.
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The members of the Syrian government (the President of the Republic and his entourage) are not sure that it is English officials
who work in favor of the plan for Greater Syria. In their opinion, there are only British civil servants and politicians who,
resorting to their own interest or under Jewish influence, seek to make it end in the enthronement of a Hashemite King; but
one asks oneself how far they will dare to go.

The accession of Mr Chamoun, a sincere and trusty friend, to the Presidency of the Republic, will not, on the one hand, be
prejudicial to the situation, but it will not improve it either.

Sheikh Bishara is not “the strong ruler and governor.* His weakness allows a number of people to plot according to their
interests and ambitions, or in the direction desired by their leaders, French as much as Russian; a republic presided over by
Camille Chamoun will soon put a stop to all that.

But if Mr Chamoun's accession to power is good from this point of view, it will be detrimental to the Syria plan.
Those responsible (the President and his collaborators) have agreed the following points:

1) to appear to support Mr Chamoun

2) to do what they can with Mr Karameh so that he also supports him on the same terms.

3) to awaken his enthusiasm to work as much as he can against the French.

4) to delay discussion of financial and economic plans he brings, on the pretext of needing to study them closely.

It seems that Mr Chamoun and his friends in Lebanon will not delay in acting. We believe here that their first acts will be
directed not against Mr Karameh (unity of rank being necessary), but against the French, which will allow Chamoun to re-
establish a populist position; this is how they act here: every time politicians feel their positions becoming precarious, they
direct their thoughts against France.

I now believe that Mr Chamoun has completely failed with our President and that all the expressions of sympathy, kindness
and support shown to him do not prove anything.

S/ Unreadable
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3. The Anglo-Syrian secret agreement, May 29, 1945
Secret

Exchange of letters no. 1

I, the undersigned, Shukri al-Quwatli, President of the Republic of Syria, pledge on my honor, in my name, and in the name of
the Syrian nation that has honored me by making me its President, to make the utmost effort to realize the unity of Syria in its
natural borders, that is, from the Taurus to the desert, to Egypt and to the Mediterranean Sea.

I promise to do my utmost to realize the unity of Bar al-Sham [Greater Syria] and to be a soldier in the struggle for Syria's
absolute unity, a natural step towards complete Arab Unity.

This is our agreement, and God is our witness.
Damascus, May 29, 1945
S/ Shukri al-Quwatli
Approved by the President of the Republic

S/ Jamil Mardam
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4. General Beynet to General de Gaulle on collaboration with the Zionist movement, end of June, 1945
General Delegation in the Levant

Beirut, end of June, 1945

Mon Général,

In the recent crisis, public opinion in the Middle East has been against us. Only the Jews of Palestine are an exception. Their
concern in seeing the danger France faces in the Levant has created a consensus among them that even they themselves
consider exceptional. The parallelism between a Jewish homeland in Palestine and a Christian homeland in Lebanon,

which has always been advocated by the Jewish Agency, has now become everyone's leitmotif. My collaborators have been
approached by the various sides, who offer their services. I have given orders for contacts to be maintained and that we
consider collaborating with the Jewish Agency on a propaganda campaign, which it desires.

It appears that, at least initially, working together can only be to our benefit. It will be enough if we give a verbal reassurance,
not necessarily to support the Zionist movement and its demands, but to refrain from adopting a hostile attitude, especially
when it comes to the question of immigration to Palestine. The injustices and suffering of the French Jews under German
occupation makes it difficult for us to take any other stand. Moreover, we could benefit on the global scale from the excellent
network of information, propaganda and even political activities that the Jewish Agencies, Jewish press groups and pro-Zionist
parliamentary groups are involved in. This propaganda wouldn't, at the moment, appear to be in France's interests, but in the
interests of the Christians of the East. It wouldn't seek to maintain the balance of the Powers, but the rights of the minorities.
We will benefit from it no less.

France's actions, interests and goals will be less obvious. In these conditions, I do not consider the contradiction, which I don't
underestimate, between a Christian policy in the Middle East and an Islamic policy in North Africa, to be an obstacle.

Representatives of the Jewish Agency who are here now confirm that in the United States, Dorothy Thompson, Freda
Kirchwey, Albert Einstein and Frantz Werfel will agree to plead the cause of the Christian minorities in the Middle East, and
that Mr. Spellman, Mr. Laguardia, Mr. Lehmann and Mr. Myron Taylor will support them. In Great Britain, the support of
Lord Strabolgi, Miss Dugdale, Miss Rathbone, M.P. and Sir Wyndham Deedes will be obtained. We can no doubt verify this
through our embassies in London and Washington. In any case, I don't think it would be a bad idea for very close contacts

to be maintained between our representatives and the Jewish Agency representatives in these two capitals: Mr. Zaslani and
Mr.Linton, Dr. Weizmann's secretary, in Great Britain, and Mr. Nahum Goldman and Mr. Eliyahu Epstein in the United States.

Furthermore, M. Shertok, who is in charge of the Jewish Agency's external affairs, will shortly be going to London. I know that
he would very much like to be invited to Paris. This would be an opportunity for the French government to go into more detail
regarding the various points raised in this letter.

I didn't want to commit myself to collaborating even in a propaganda campaign with the Zionist movement before consulting
with the Prime Minister. It is, in fact, a matter of general policy, on which I can only give my opinion as France's representative
in the Levant: [ am in favor, but I lack the necessary details in order to determine whether the disadvantages might outweigh
the advantages that I outlined above.

Signed: Beynet

Author's note: The letter was read by de Gaulle

5. King Ibn Sa'ud to President Quwatli, September 15, 1945

Secret

From King Ibn Sa'ud

Correspondence in code sent through the intermediary of the Saudi Legation in Damascus
to H.E. the President of the Syrian Republic

Nuri al-Sa'id's activities are beginning to take a serious turn. We are unable to allow Abdullah's plots. By God, your attitude
is strange. People are working for your death and you do not move. I learnt that in Damascus Abdullah's propagandists are
exerting themselves as much as possible. What are you waiting for? We know, as you do, who supports and controls them.
Why don't you speak? God has ordered us not to be quiet when it is a matter of right, and has called someone who does not
speak out a demon.
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I ask you to appreciate the gravity of the situation. The anarchy reigning with you weakens any hope of success and it is sad to
see that it is spreading. Can you not find a way to settle the situation instead of letting these scandals develop? Your situation
pains us. It was not like this under French rule. Someone who enjoys my confidence told me that people are beginning to miss
the period of French rule. Do something before your edifice falls down.

9 Shawwal 1364 (September 15, 1945)
S/ Abd al-Aziz

6. Constantin Zureiq, Counselor in the Syrian Legation in Washington, to Jabiri, November 7, 1945

Secret
Coded

From the Syrian Legation in Washington
to H.E. the Syrian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Damascus

The American Government is surprised by the position the Arabs are adopting towards it, in relation to the Palestinian
question. In the whole of this affair, America sees only humanitarian work and this is the basis on which it has made promises
to the Jews; but the British have a different position, and the American Government expresses surprise that the Arabs consider
it to be the only ones showing them hostility and threatening them with the Jews.

First of all, they say, the Balfour promise is British, not American.

Second, Great Britain wishes to exploit the Arab-Jewish conflict because it is the only way for it to remain in Palestine, to
dominate all the Arab countries.

The American Government strongly desires to find a friendly settlement between the Arabs and the Jews, but it is convinced
that the British colonial authorities will do everything to prevent that, as Great Britain wishes for incidents to worsen in
Palestine and for disorder, where blood is spilt, to take place.

Our interest, as far as I can see, is to find a definitive settlement, to work for the withdrawal of Great Britain from Syria and
Palestine and for the plan the American Government will put forward concerning the definitive settlement of the Near East
question.

I believe that such a plan would win the agreement of all the states, except of course Great Britain.

November 7, 1945 For the Minister Plenipotentiary

s/ Constantin Zureiq

Registered in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
No 833 — Political reports

7. President Quwatli to Cabinet members, January 1, 1946

Secret

From the President of the Syrian Republic

to the noble Council of Ministers

The mission of General Clayton, head of the special section of Arab Middle Eastern affairs, has two aims:
First: to convince us that Syrian unity will come about;

Second: to seek an understanding between Syria and Turkey.

For the understanding with Turkey we have confirmed to him that we have given our agreement and that we want it within the
limits of the British memorandum that has been presented to us.

As for unity, he presents us with two plans:
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- Syrian unity including Syria, Transjordan and part of Palestine with a plebiscite on the nature of the regime and on the choice
of king if the regime is a monarchy.

- Arab unity including Iraq, Syria, Transjordan and part of Palestine. Then the king would be Faisal (King of Iraq) and there
would be three guardians to the throne. Laws, rules, armies etc., would be unified.

Having highlighted our clear will for independence and having asked his opinion on France's attitude and the agreement
concluded with it, he said, “This is not under discussion; when you want unity everything will be settled with France.“

Our replies were negative, but were tied to Great Britain's attitude towards us by comparison with France. If Great Britain
attained the removal of French troops from Syria and Lebanon it will then be possible for us to discuss the plan he has
presented. Before that, any discussion is impossible.

January 1, 1946 The President of the Syrian Republic
S/ Shukri al-Quwatli

Registered in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
No 1032 — Political reports

8. The Minister Plenipotentiary in Turkey
To the Syrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Damascus
Top secret

The atmosphere here is becoming more and more sombre, and although Russia is not openly applying pressure, the pressure
on the Turks continues and with some force. The English encourage the Turks each day in a new way and the latter refuse to
concede anything to Russia.

On the other hand, what is certain is that they refuse to recognise that we have any claims on Alexandretta.

I am convinced that our interest now forces us to reach an understanding, even if it were with the Russians, to preserve our
rights, as long as our friends the English refuse to help us, for in fact they would leave Alexandretta with the lion's share.

The Soviet ambassador here has, in conversations with me, expressed the desire of the Soviet Government to persuade the
Arabs that no danger threatens them from their side and that the Moscow Government is inclined and even wants to help us
take back from Turkey the rights it has snatched from us with the help of France and England.

I am convinced that an intention from this side will never be detrimental and that if it cannot be used to persuade the English of
our importance, it can, however, not do us any harm.

November 26, 1946

The Minister Plenipotentiary
in Turkey

Registered in the Syrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
No 1325 — Political reports

9. King Faruq to President Quwatli, October, 14 1946
Top secret

His Excellency Shukri bey Quwatli, may God protect him
May the benediction, mercy and blessings of Allah be upon you.

I am informing you that the Turkish Government has asked me to intervene to persuade Syria to forget its fears and
mistrust with regard to its neighbors the Turks and to conclude an agreement of good neighborliness with them in view of their
reciprocal interests and advantages, according to their way of putting it.

As I knew the legitimate rights of the Syrians, my reply was that Syria was ready, without intervention, to come to an
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understanding and to cooperate on condition that its rights are preserved, that the wrong it has undergone is recognized and that
what was torn from it is returned.

The Turks, to my mind, are at long last inclined to satisfy the rights that you have, on condition that you do not show any
negligence or let-up, no matter the extent of the pressure the British bring to bear on you.

I wish, on this occasion, to tell you that Syria is a piece of us ourselves and that if we are keen to see the satisfaction of its
rights, it is because for us it is a duty vis-a-vis men who are our brothers in religion, language and nationality.

Greetings
Sincerely,
Faruq

Written in Abdin, 14 October 1946

10. President Quwatli to King Faruq, November, 3 1946
Top secret

His Majesty King Faruq, may God preserve him

Your Majesty,

I read your noble address with tears in my eyes and I thank God for giving Syria a champion and a helper it can have recourse
to and who defends both it and its rights.

The Turks, my Lord, have evil designs with regard to us and whatever the changes in the situation, the spirit of oppression and
domination rules them. All their dreams are of the restoration of the Ottoman Empire, but weakness is what restrains them:
injustice is buried in their soul; strength reveals it, weakness hides it.

The Turks want at all costs to reach agreement with us and the English want us to do it, but what is the use for us Arabs, and
especially for us Syrians? Absolutely nothing unless becoming a millstone, losing Alexandretta and losing our unknown
future. I thank you, in the name of all Syrians for your noble defense of our legitimate rights.... Syria only sees any danger
to itself from its old oppressors, Turks and French. God preserve it from concluding an agreement with one of them. God
preserve you as champion and Treasure of the Arabs.

3 November 1946 Shukri al- Quwatli

11. Report on the Kurds on the Turkish-Syrian borders, early November 1946

Top secret

His Excellency the Muhafez of al Jazeera
to
His Excellency the President of the Council
Your Excellency,

For 20 days the Turkish-Syrian border has been lined with Turkish troops. According to information from our services, these
concentrations on the borders of these muhafazat number about 20,000 men. Here we are worried about this collection of
Turkish troops who are engaged in digging trenches along the whole length of the border, without being able to learn the
reason for this activity.

Yesterday I was in touch with the Turkish Vali of Mardin and asked him what all this meant. He replied to me,
“We fear that the Kurds of Syria or those of Turkey who have taken refuge there will cause trouble.*
I think we should attach a very great importance to this concentration of troops on our borders, because of the rumors which

accompany them in this Muhafaza. People are saying in effect that the English have left the hands of the Turkish and Iraqi
Governments free and that they have promised the first some of the oil from Syrian al Jazeera.
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The atmosphere in which we live here is very difficult. The strangest thing is that the Turks are distributing
considerable funds to individuals and to partisans they have here but that we have not yet been able to catch any of these
agents, even though what I am suggesting is well established. Please let me know your orders.

[n.d. early November 1946] The Muhafez of al Jazeera
Abd al -Kader al- Midani

12. President Quwatli to King Faruq, May 8, 1947

Top secret
HM King Faruq I

May health, mercy and the blessings of Allah be with you.

I sorrowfully regret reminding Your Majesty on a personal level, as a friend, the dangers that will be provoked by the
accommodating position of the Egyptian Government with the French Legation in Cairo, which has now become a source of
considerable dangers threatening not only Syria and Lebanon but Egypt itself.

The documents the Chargé d'affaires will bring you will prove to Your Majesty that the French Legation in Cairo is today a
source of problems for us and that up till now it has also given considerable help to Jewish terrorists

One could turn a blind eye to all that if there was not the question of French intervention in the affairs of Arab lands and

in their futures and in particular in Yemen, something which we all distrust with all our hearts and of which we fear the
consequences. The information we have clearly shows that France has colonialist ambitions fixed on Yemen. It is a serious
matter for the interests of the Arab countries and which also influences the projects and programs which King Abd al-Aziz has
shown you, as he knows that the French center of action is not now Cairo.

For all these reasons I call the attention of Your Majesty to the importance of the matter, hoping that you will wish to give
your directives to the venerable Egyptian government so that it can quickly enter into negotiations with the representatives of
significant Arab countries in order to take the necessary measures.

May 8, 1947 The President of the Republic
Shukri al-Quwatli

Registered in the Syrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
No 1704 — Political documents

Telegram written in the Palace of the Republic on 3 May. The Foreign Minister objected to its being sent, but then gave in to
the insistence of the President of the Republic and it was sent on 8 May.

13. Mardam to President Quwatli, May 16, 1947

Top secret

Report

From the President of the Council of Ministers to H.E. President Shukri Quwatli, President of the Syrian Republic.

Today I spoke frankly, as requested by Your Excellency, with Mr Riad al-Sulh about the unclear position he has recently
adopted vis-a-vis France and the strong sympathy he shows Haj Amin, although he knows that Haj Amin has become, in
relation to us, an ally and friend of France.

I told him frankly the opinion of all our brothers concerning his attitude and his reply to all these statements was categorical,
confirming to me that the matter was beyond him, that it was the English themselves who had pressured him about the
understanding with Camille Chamoun. Then, he thinks that he must keep a line of retreat for himself through a good
understanding with both the French and the Russians, knowing that that would not displease the English, but will be done with
their knowledge and agreement.

For, giving France a chance to re-establish its presence in Lebanon is unthinkable; he is only playing a role and is certain of
ultimate success.
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As for his friendliness with regard to Haj Amin, it is very natural, for it alone will win him great popularity in Lebanon. In
addition helping Haj Amin is an overwhelming need and he adds that the English do not regard Haj Amin with a hostile eye at
all and picturing him as a man who collaborates with France and with them is without foundation.

I am convinced that it is unnecessary to make the situation worse between Riyad Bey and us. I have no doubts about him and
it would be pure imagination to believe that he is satisfied with France when in reality he is playing the role he told me about
himself. I trust him.

May 16, 1947 The President of the Council
Jamil Mardam Bey

Registered in the Syrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs

No 2843 — Political reports

14. Armanazi to Mardam, May 28, 1947
Top secret

The Syrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Damascus

Supporting General Clayton is something which surpasses the imagination; the British Ministry of Foreign Affairs has been
completely forced into accepting him because the Intelligence Services have categorically refused to remove him from Egypt
and have given him carte blanche to direct the vast program he aims to complete.

In my enquiries I have arrived at the conclusion that General Clayton is busy acting in two directions, the first being the plan
for Greater Syria and the second attaching Libya to the British Government through one procedure or another.

The plan for Greater Syria, as General Spears sees it, is now up for discussion more than at any time in the past and he is
persuaded that it is possible to reach a reasonable settlement between us and King Abdullah. Do you want him to intervene
quickly before his intervention becomes useless?

Please give me your answer quickly.

May 28, 1947 The Minister
Najib al-Armanazi

Registered in the Syrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
No 2873 — Political reports

15. Intelligence Report by the French Military Attaché in Beirut, May 11, 1948

French Legation in Lebanon Beirut, May 11, 1948

Military, Naval and Air Attaché

Intelligence Report no. 68

It appears that the resolve of the Arab states regarding the struggle over Palestine has grown stronger over the last few days.

They have suddenly realized their considerable loss of prestige in the entire world if they abandon Palestine to the Jewish
enterprise after so much ranting.

They would prefer risking a military defeat rather than inaction, which they consider to be a disgrace.

All the states have decided on an extensive military effort with quick and massive action, whatever the price, against the
Jewish State itself, hoping that a sudden and violent strike, using all the means available to the Arabs, would lead to a favorable
outcome before the Jews, under vigorous attack in the vital areas of their territory, would have time to rally and organize
themselves.
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Arab military circles rely on the lack of heavy weapons (artillery, tanks) and war planes on the Jewish side, for the success of
the operation.

The beginning of action is planned for May 15, and it appears that 1) the first main objective of the regular armies will be Tel
Aviy itself, and 2) the Arabs have considered the aerial bombardment of this city.

The region of Tel Aviv will be the goal of the Egyptian army. (Knowing the Arabs, we can't rule out, without making any
guesses, that not many of them would be prepared for a blitzkrieg.)

The following numbers can be anticipated (their reinforcement has already been studied for Egypt and Syria):

Egypt: 1 armored brigade
1 mobile infantry brigade
1 artillery regiment
3 groups of bombers from 8000 to 10,000 men

Iraq 1 armored brigade
1 mobile infantry brigade
3 artillery batteries
1 aviation group from 6,000 to 8,000 men

Transjordan: Arab Legion 5,000 men

Syria: 2 or 3 battalions
3 artillery batteries
Tanks (about 40)
Airplanes 3,000 men

Lebanon 2 battalions
Various other elements 2,000 men

The Egyptian troops will be gathering at al-Arish. The British oppose their crossing the Palestinian border before May 15.
The Iraqi troops are concentrated in Mafraq, the Syrian troops in Kuneitra.

The Lebanese troops, already in place on the Lebanese-Palestinian border, don't appear to have to take an active part in the
operations, but to make only some demonstration intended to hold back a part of the Zionist strength.

The removal of Ismail Pasha Safwat from his post as Commander of the Arab forces must have been motivated by his refusal
to acquiesce in the British orders concerning the future progression of operations in Palestine, notably the question of Haifa,
which Safwat wanted to attack and take over. The British opposed this, wanting to keep the port for the evacuation of their
troops. Safwat protested. Abdullah and the Iraqi Regent gave in to the British demands. Safwat was removed from office and
replaced by the Iraqi Division General, Nur a-Din Mahmmud, the Regent's man, whose compliance with the British is well-
known.

The American government's proposal — conveyed a few days ago to the Arab states and consisting of extending the British
mandate over Palestine by ten days in order to facilitate an agreement between the Arabs and Jews — would have been
accepted, it appears, straightaway by Azzam Pasha, Riyad al-Sulh, Jamil Mardam and Haj Amin al-Husseini, but rejected by
King Abdullah. The others, even if they didn't want to, would then agree with him, in the present circumstances — not wanting
to appear less enthusiastic defenders of an Arab Palestine than the Hashemite sovereign.

Certain circles in Damascus fear the consequences, after May 16, of the USSR's recognition of the establishment of the Jewish
State and the immediate conclusion of a Judeo-Soviet treaty, on the positions of the Americans and the British vis-a-vis the
Jewish State.
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